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investment, Bhim Udas, coordinator
of International Coordination
Council said the government should
speed up the process of reforms. Dr
Upendra Mahato, president of
NRNA said NRNs are working out
to evolve NRNs as people's ambas-
sadors.

The amendment in the constitu-

Persuasion for Development

The second day of third global
Non- Resident Nepali (NRN)
conference came up with a slew
of amendments in its constitu-
tion, and discussed over how to
woo NRN women, and youth
in fostering the economic

education, sports and youth.
On tourism, participant
said because of stringent
travel advisories issued by
various countries, several
tourists have adopted
cautious and hesitation to

tion creates two vice-presidents in
its executive committee. 4

development.

The participants also
dwelled on finding out ways to
deepen, enhance cooperation
between NRNs and the
Nepalese business community.

Stressing that all Nepali
staying abroad over 183 days are
declared as NRN, they suggested
that the government change the
NRN Act.

Speaking at the session on 'Role
of Global Nepali Women', Chitra
Lekha Yadav, Deputy Speaker
underscored the need to ensure
equal participation of women in
development activities. "NRN
women must help in education in
this country where 80 percent

children in rural areas are devoid of

access to education," she said.

Pramila Rijal, vice-president of
Federation of Women Entrepreneurs
Association Nepal proposed the NRN
women to set up a strong forum
intended at seeking market for goods
produced by Nepali women.

Arjun Bhandari, joint secretary at
the Ministry of Education said the
government will support all NRNs
programs targeted at promoting

make trips to Nepal.

Some said the NRNs
should involve in airline
business so that air accessi-

Minister for Culture,
Tourism and Civil Aviation
Prithivi Subba Gurung said as NRNs
are informal ambassadors of the
country, they should work towards
improving Nepal's image in the eyes
of foreign travelers.

Referring to the crucial role
played by the remittance, the
delegates said their expertise and
skill would be equally important
instruments in bolstering the
economy.

In order to lure away the NRN

bility problem will be eased.
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Partnership ap

Participating non-resident
Nepalis (NRN) at their
ongoing global conference
today sought the need of
partnership approach in
infrastructure development
with the government and
private sector.

Though the infrastructure
development is primarily in
the government’s domain, the
NRNs and private sector
representatives vowed to play
a supportive role in the
government’s endeavours to
this regard. The NRNs said
they are willing to play a
meaningful role in socio-
economic development of the
country.

Speaking at a plenary on
investment opportunities in
infrastructure at the ongoing
3 NRN Global Conference,
Gyanendra Bahadur Karki,
minister of state for water
resources expressed that the
government is highly
concerned with the issues
raised by the NRNs and other
potential investors in regard
to investment in hydropower.

He assured that the
economic agendas and
development would be on top
priority of the government
once the political agendas are
settled. "Times has now come
to concentrate on implement-
ing the rules and regulations
without any delay," Karki said.

Stating that the existing
potentials in Nepal are
impressive, Sharda Jung
Thapa, vice-president NRNA-
North America, noted that the
NRNs are ready to explore
and exploit the opportunities,
if there is a sustained effort
and consistency in policies.

He stressed the need of
pulling NRN talents across
the globe and utilise their
expertise and capitals for
social infrastructure develop-
ment in the areas of educa-
tion, health care and commu-
nity development. "Political
stability and consistency in

policies are two vital factors
that have an empirical
relationship with invest-
ment," Thapa added.

Thapa also expressed that
the government would come
up with a concrete plan of
action to utilise vast talents of
NRNSs, which he said the
participating representatives
would bring to their respec-
tive countries to allure more
investment and human
capitals.

Diwakar Golchha, first
vice-president FNCCI,
stressed the need of proper
utilisation of socio-economic

capitals and expertise
acquired by the NRNs and
their participation in build-
ing a ‘New Nepal’ is essen-
tial. He also informed that
FNCCI as an apex body of
Nepali private sector has
been consistently raising
voices and working sincerely
in making Nepal a lucrative
destination for foreign
investment.

Pruna Prasad Kadaria,
secretary at the ministry of
physical planning and works,
made a presentation on
investment opportunities in
various infrastructure
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proach sought

projects in water supply and
sanitation, urban develop-
ment and roads. He said that
the government is willing to
invite private hands in
infrastructure projects under
BOOT (build, operate, own
and transfer) system.

According to him, the
mega projects that the
government is seriously
undertaking include outer
ring road and improvement of
inner ring road in Kathmandu
valley and Kathmandu-Tarai
fast track.

Making a presentation on
opportunities in hydropower
investment, Anup Kumar
Upadhaya, joint secretary at
the ministry of water re-
sources, highlighted various
procedural and administrative
aspects of power generation
and private sector’s invest-
ment. He asked the NRNs to
consider for forging partner-
ship for hydropower invest-
ment in the country.

According to Upadhaya, a
total of 148 survey licences
and 21 construction licenses
have already been issued as of
May 2007.

LG Sherpa, NRN coordina-
tor of South Korea, informed
that NRN Korea chapter is
organising an international
workshop on hydropower
investment potentials in
Nepal next year in Seoul. ¢
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