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NRNs for building new prosperous Nepal
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dents Nepalis (NRNs) from

40 countries gather here for a

three-day third NRN global
conference, it seems that the
NRN movement has made a
great stride.

NRN'’s recognition has
increasingly been growing
both inside and outside the
country over the years. Its
national coordination
committees continue to
expand, with being estab-
lished in a total of 38
countries, while the number
of NRNs rises to reach two
million. Their investment in

Nepal has braced a growing
trend, notwithstanding
continued political instabil-
ity.

More NRNs from several
countries have shown
willingness, eagerness,
interest to take part in the
conference as the number of
participants keeps up rising
since its beginning in 2003.

Recognizing the impor-
tance of the NRNs in the
national development, the
government of Nepal has
attempted to woo their
expertise and investment,
even though their efforts

have not yielded the desired
results.

The aim of three-day
conference that kicks off from
Monday is to evolve a trans-
parent and powerful body of
NRNSs and to discuss over the
ways to strengthen, enhance
relation among all coordina-
tion committees scattered in
different countries.

Over 400 NRNs who will
be participated in the event
are eager to listen views of
political parties over possible
role that the NRNs can play in
what they term new, prosper-
ous and developed Nepal.

They will try to identify the
contributions that they can
make in different sectors like
education, health, tourism,
sports, and social develop-
ment. Around 400 NRNs from
40 countries will participate in
the three-day event.

On the other hand, the
government, policy markers,
and general public have very
high expectation with NRNs
in the context of changed
scenario in the country. As
political parties announced
that they are working towards
creating a new Nepal, desire

cont. 2 page
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NRNs for building ...

and need to lure NRNs' expertise
and investment has grown as never
before. The possible contribution of
two million NRNs in terms of
capital, expertise and corporate
culture is expected to be a boon to
build new Nepal.

"We are expecting the invest-
ment of NRN to escalate in the
coming days for sustainable
development of Nepal, as the
Interim Parliament has already
endorsed the NRN Act," said
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Sahana
Pradhan, speaking at a pre-event
press conference.

Gyan Chandra Acharya, secre-
tary at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs assured that the NRN
regulations will be put in place by
December, clearing the way for
fostering its activities.

Till date, the NRNs have made
investment amounting to US$ 300 in
different areas like education,
health, communication, tourism,
hydropower, and financial sector,
according to Dr Upendra Mahato,
president of Non-Resident Nepali
Association (NRNA), International
Coordination Committee.

During the global conference,
NRNs will once again raise demand
for dual citizenships. "The dual
citizenship is not only beneficial for
the NRNs, but more importantly to
the whole Nepal. As this issue is
related to the constituent assembly,
it is very high time to begin raising
the issue," said Mahato.

He also demanded that NRNs be
allowed to cast a vote in the upcom-
ing election of constituent election
assembly. "We showed earlier
flexibility due to time constrains for
the election set for November 22.
But, with its postponement, we must
be given a chance," he said.

When the movement of NRNs
began four years ago, people have
serious doubt that this organization
would scale the height where it is
today. As the movement gathers
momentum, the flow of money
from NRNs for social activities--
which is commendable-- gets piled
up.

Notwithstanding such develop-
ment, a string of problems has stood
as a hurdle on the way to the NRN's
role in the development of Nepal at
a time when the country is in dire
need even to help peace process by
creating new employment opportu-
nities.

The major obstacles stumbling
on promoting NRN investment is
absence of necessary laws. Even
though the government has formu-
lated the Act, it has not come into
implementation due to absence of
required regulations.

Mabhato said though the NRNs
committees have been established in
38 countries, it has been unable to

see its registered in Nepal. ¢
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Today's Program

09:.00 hrs

Inauguration, Cultural program
Chief Guest, Rt. Honorable Prime
Minister.

Welcome Address by honorable
minister for foreign affairs.

Key Note Speech-Mr Mahabir Pun
Remarks by president of NRNA
Remarks by FNCCI President.

11:30-13:30 hrs
First Plenary Session-Foreign Em-
ployment-Gains and Pains.

14:30-17:00hrs

Second Plenary Session-Contours
of "New Nepal" and role of NRN
Community.

17:15-18:30 hrs
Session Social Inclusion and
Transformation.
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